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S.O.S. — Save Our Schools
Parents, civic leaders lobby School Board
to save programs on budget chopping block.

“Although FCPS
provides

voluminous budget
materials to the

public, they do not
provide a clear

picture of the
whole budget.”

— Sara Mayhew, Fairfax
Area League of Women

Voters

“Teachers and IA’s
teach children;
administrators don’t.”
— Mark Glaser, Fairfax County
Federation of Teachers

“This budget proposed a
communications office of

13 people. Our own U.S.
senators have two

communication people to
serve the entire state.”

— Catherine Lorenze,
Fairfax Education Coalition founder

“Having seen the
success of the program
first hand through my
younger brother, I
decided I could not pass
up the opportunity.”
— Amanda Powers, Orange Hunt
Elementary School parent and
Lorton resident

“ One has to remember
that even when a child
has the same language

at home, there is no
formal instruction.”

— Iliana Sanchez, George Mason
University student

“Music education
is a major factor in
breaking the cycle

of poverty for
many students.”

— Christian Donlon,
Fairfax resident

“Half-day kindergartners
are not getting the same
opportunities as
full-day kindergartners.”
— Michele Nellenbach,
Mount Vernon resident
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News
Laurel Hill/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor Michael O'Connell

703-778-9416 or  moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

By Veronica Garabelli

Capital News Service

G
ov. Bob McDonnell’s (R)
plan to continue using an
education funding formula

that takes money from more afflu-
ent school districts and gives it to
less affluent ones has so upset
Fairfax County supervisors that they
are considering legal action.

“This is really a cut-and-dried is-
sue,” said Supervisor Jeffrey C.
McKay (D-Lee). “It’s outright dis-
crimination against Northern Vir-
ginia.”

McDonnell’s decision will cut $61
million from the Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools’ budget, said Paul
Regnier, a spokesman for the school
district.

According to the school system’s
Web site, Fairfax County’s school
budget for the 2010 fiscal year is
$2.2 billion, so the funding cut
amounts to 3 percent of the budget.
Regnier said that could mean larger
class sizes, the elimination of full-
day kindergartens or the curtail-
ment of foreign language emer-
gence services.

McDonnell’s office confirmed Fri-
day, Jan. 22, that he would uphold
the use of the school funding for-
mula proposed in December by
then-Gov. Tim Kaine (D).

Details will be given to agency
heads next week, McDonnell’s press
secretary, Stacey Johnson, said in an
e-mail to Capital News Service.

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) said he
was furious when he heard the for-
mula would be frozen at the level
set by Kaine.

Petersen noted that because the
real estate market had fallen in
Northern Virginia, Fairfax, Prince
William and Loudoun counties re-
ceived lower scores on the scale than
they had in the past. Ordinarily, the
lower scores would have resulted in
more money from the state for ba-
sic education.

“Now, thanks to the plan that was
put forward by Gov. Kaine, the rules
are being changed on us,” Petersen
said.

Funding
Formula
Raises Ire
‘Legal action’
considered.

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

N
early 100 Fairfax County resi-
dents showed up to complain
about schools superintendent

Jack Dale’s proposed budget for the
2010-11 school year during the first of
three nights of public hearings Jan. 25.

The Fairfax County Public School sys-
tem faces a $166 million financial short-
fall in its annual operating budget of ap-
proximately $2 billion next year. Dale has
suggested that the school system ask the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors for

Residents Protest Proposed School Cuts
More than 200 people to testify about
proposed Fairfax schools budget.

an additional $57.8 million in funding and
slash approximately $108 million in pro-
grams and other expenses to close the bud-
get gap.

The cuts proposed by Dale include in-
creasing class size by one student per
teacher for the third year in a row and freez-
ing all staff pay. Several popular programs,
including elementary music and foreign lan-
guage classes, would also be eliminated
under the superintendent’s proposal.

Some members of the Fairfax County
School Board called the superintendent’s
budget cuts untenable. A few have already
indicated that they intend to ask the super-

visors for school funding above and be-
yond the $57.8 million Dale has sug-
gested when they vote on a public school
funding request in early February.

Fairfax County allocates approxi-
mately $1.7 billion, or 54 percent of its
total budget, to the public school sys-
tem already.

In order to give the school system an
additional $57.8 million, the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors would most
likely have to raise the local real estate
property tax rate at least 3 cents. Fairfax
County generates the bulk of its revenue
from real estate taxes; the state collects
income taxes from county residents and
uses most of that money to fund pro

See Civic,  Page 14

GOP Sees Chance in 11th

Keith Fimian (R)U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-11)

Patrick Herrity (R)

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

2
009 might be remembered as the
year the Fairfax County Republi-
can Party got its grove back.

     The Grand Old Party won spe-
cial elections for Braddock District supervi-
sor and Providence District School Board
member, two seats that had been held by
Democrats for several years. They also man-
aged to knock off two incumbent Democrats
in the House of Delegates after losing
ground on that front in the last two cam-
paign cycles.

Local Republicans also pro-
duced a 4,500-vote win in
Fairfax County for Gov. Bob
McDonnell (R) this past Novem-
ber.

Though McDonnell was
heavily favored to win the gu-
bernatorial race statewide,
Fairfax County had not voted for
a Republican in a countywide
campaign since former President
George W. Bush (R) won the county 10 years
ago.

Even Fairfax’s Republican Party chairman,
Anthony Bedell, was taken aback by
McDonnell’s local win. On that election
night, Bedell admitted that he was just hop-
ing to keep the governor’s race “close” in
Fairfax but did not necessarily anticipate

Is Gerry Connolly
vulnerable? Herrity
to challenge Fimian
in June primary.

they would win the locality.

REPUBLICAN success in 2009 has given
them the confidence to turn their attention
to bigger targets, namely U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D) in Virginia’s 11th District Con-

gressional seat. Two well-known Republi-
can candidates have emerged to challenge
the Democrat and will face each other in a
primary June 8.

Oakton businessman Keith Fimian, who
lost to Connolly in 2008, has been actively
campaigning and raising money for the bet-
ter part of a year. Connolly and Fimian

squared off in the 2008 race after the in-
cumbent Tom Davis (R) retired. Supervisor
Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield) jumped into
the race Jan. 13.

Connolly is considered the leader of
Fairfax County’s Democratic Party. He

served as chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors for
five years before joining Congress
in 2009.

“Nothing unites the Republican
Party in Fairfax like the thought
of getting Gerry Connolly out of
office,” said Supervisor John Cook
(R-Braddock).

Cook won last year’s special
election over a better known

Democratic opponent in a magisterial dis-
trict that is entirely in Connolly’s congres-
sional district.

In November, McDonnell beat Democratic
opponent Creigh Deeds 55 percent to 45
percent in the 11th District, which includes

“Nothing unites the Republican
Party in Fairfax like the thought of
getting Gerry Connolly out of office.”

— Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock)

See Frozen,  Page 12

See Fimian,  Page 14
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Muslim Youth Groups Blaze New Path
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Post 9/11, Groups
focus on growing
sense of community
among Muslim youth.

The Muslim students pray in a classroom at Chantilly High School.

By Sofia Saiyed

The Connection

A
fter their last class on Friday af-
ternoons, as other students rush
home to start the weekend, a
group of 20 or so Muslim stu-

dents line up to pray together in a class-
room at Chantilly High School. Male and
female students line up separately accord-
ing to Islamic tradition.

After prayer, students discuss topics rang-
ing from to how Muslim youth should treat
their parents (with love and respect, they
said) to biased portrayals of Muslims in the
media and their reactions to events such as
the Fort Hood shooting. By 3 p.m., most of
the teenagers have rushed off to part-time
jobs and to hang out with friends.

The Muslim Students Association of
Chantilly High School is one of at least 15
Muslim student groups at Northern Virginia
high schools, most of which have sprung
up in the past 10 years. Group activities
typically include school wide events, com-
munity service and recreational events for

members. At Chantilly High, students
founded the Muslim Students Association
in 2005 so that they would have a place
together for Friday prayers.

At South County Secondary School, the
Muslim Students Association formed in
November 2009 to “help improve people’s
view of Islam and educate out Muslim and
non-Muslim youth,” said Anam Mian, presi-
dent and founder of the South County

group.
Similarly, at Lake Braddock Secondary

School, a group of students founded the
Muslim Students Association around the
time of the Sept. 11 attacks to increase
awareness about Islam and Muslims, said
Haider Dost, co-president of the Lake
Braddock MSA.

But after almost a decade of raising
awareness, groups are starting to focus

more on their members and developing a
sense of community among Muslim youth.

According to Dost, a senior who splits his
time between Lake Braddock and Northern
Virginia Community College, the Muslim
Students Association now primarily serves
as a support group for its members: “The
MSA is meant to foster unity for the Mus-
lim students at Lake Braddock, make Mus-
lims comfortable at school, and give them
a place to hang out.” Through weekly meet-
ings, Dost said students build unity and
strength through their shared experiences
as Muslims growing up in America.

The MSA’s role as a support group has
been particularly important for female stu-
dents who wear the hijab, or head scarf.
According to Dost, girls wearing the hijab
were most likely to experience stigmatiza-
tion.

More recently however, Muslim students
have reported only positive experiences
within the school community, which Dost
attributes to the work of the Muslim Stu

“We tried to show how
you can still be patriotic
and still be a Muslim.”

— Ali Baluch, vice president of the
Mustafa Center Youth Group

See Muslim,  Page 4

Sangster Students Go Green with Gunston
George Mason University mascot is teaching
children about environmental responsibility.

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

H
e’s big, not mean and his job de-
scription includes leading cheers
at basketball games and helping

the community go green.
Say hello to Gunston, George Mason

University’s new and improved mascot who
recently received a make-over and added
responsibilities.

“He’s the school’s community relations
ambassador,” said Traci Claar, GMU’s direc-
tor of community relations.

Gunston’s new look features the tri-cor-
ner hat that was a trademark on the old
costume, but has traded in his basketball
jersey for a traditional 1700s outfit.

“He’s also warmer, fuzzier and doesn’t
have a tail,” said GMU spokesman Sarah
Gallagher.

Besides leading cheers at GMU sporting
events, Gunston also serves as an educator
for young children.

On Jan. 25, Gunston visited Sangster El-
ementary School’s School Age Child Care

(SAAC) program and delivered a message
about green energy and how to conserve
natural resources.

Through various songs, games and rhyth-
mic clapping, Gunston helped to make the
lesson fun.

The performance earned rave reviews
from Maureen Galvin, a SAAC supervisor
at Sangster Elementary.

“It was excellent,” Galvin said of the en-
vironmental responsibility message.
“[GMU] made it fun and full of informa-
tion,” and it’s targeted to the right age
group.”

Sangster Elementary is just one of many
SAAC programs that Gunston has visited
since the “Go Green With Gunston” program
began in October 2009.

Claar said the decision to have Gunston
lead the green movement was simple. Who
better than a gigantic green costumed char-
acter to help teach kindergartners and
young school children about green energy?

“[Going green] is something we really
wanted to promote,” Claar said. “And it
gives back to the community. The kids re-

ally react to Gunston well.”
Gunston also acts as an academic ambas-

sador for Mason.
“We’ve been looking for a way to promote

math and science in [local] schools,” Claar
said. “We wanted to get kids thinking about
math and science careers and possibly go-

ing to school at George Mason.”
Gunston’s visits are more than a simple

30-minute show with games and songs. A
three-week curriculum of green-themed
games and activities prepares students for
Gunston’s visit.
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Gunston poses for a photo with the students of Sangster Elementary
School’s SAAC program.

See Gunston,  Page 12
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News Briefs News

Winter Charity Gala Raises
$3,700 for Haiti Relief

St. Peter’s in the Woods Episcopal Church raised more
than $3,700 in relief funds for victims in Haiti. The money
was donated to the Episcopal Relief & Development’s Haiti
Fund.

The church hosted a Winter Charity Gala on Saturday,
Jan. 16, at which parishioners, friends and neighbors gath-
ered for dinner and entertainment. Door prizes were do-
nated by local area business such as Gold’s Gym, Massage
Envy, Brion’s Grill and Fairfax Country Club.

The Charity Gala was originally scheduled for Decem-
ber, but was postponed to January due to the Dec. 19 snow-
storm.

“When the earthquake hit,” said Rev. DeDe Duncan-
Probe, vicar of St. Peter’s in the Woods, “I knew we had to
dedicate the Gala to raise funds specifically for Haiti. The
outpouring of generosity and support from both the parish
and surrounding community was overwhelming.”

St. Peter’s in the Woods will continue to collect dona-
tions for Haiti. More information can be found on the
church’s Web site by visiting [www.spiw.org].

Robbery in Lorton Area
Police are investigating the robbery of a 40-year-old man

by three men in the Lorton area on Sunday, Jan. 24.
According to Fairfax County Police, the victim was walk-

ing in the 7500 block of Woodside Lane around 12:40 a.m.
when he was confronted by two men. As a third man ap-
proached the victim from behind, the two men facing the
victim produced handguns and demanded money. The sus-
pects took personal items from the victim and then at-
tempted to force him into a vehicle. The victim resisted
and was assaulted. The victim was able to free himself and
escape into a nearby building, where he summoned po-
lice. The suspects were described as black, around 6 feet
tall, 180 pounds and wore dark clothing. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to contact Crime Solvers by phone at 1-
866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org
or text “TIP187” plus your message to CRIMES/274637.

Inspect Proposed Trail Site
On Saturday, Feb. 6 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., the Bureau of

Land Management Eastern States, Lower Potomac Field
Station will lead a walk of the proposed route of new hik-
ing/biking trails on the west parcel of the Meadowood
Recreation Area. Meet at 10 a.m. at the West Meadows
Access at 10207 Old Colchester Road and bring a snack or
lunch and be prepared to hike off-trail in whatever tem-
peratures are called for that day. If the ground is covered
with snow, the tour will be postponed. For more, call 703-
339-3463.

Members of the St. Peter’s in the Woods
Children’s Choir perform Jan. 16 at the
church’s Winter Charity Gala.
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Muslim Youths at School
dent Association in dispelling myths about Islam.
Muslim students from Chantilly High School and

Westfield High School also noted the support and
respect they received from the school community.

YOUTH GROUPS often also provide teenagers with
a space to discuss sensitive topics they would feel
uncomfortable discussing with adults in the com-
munity who often grew up outside the U.S., said
Dost.

The Lake Braddock Muslim Students Association
has conducted discussions on the topics of dating in
Islam, and the choice of whether to wear the hijab.

The Youth Group of the Mustafa Center, an Islamic
center and mosque in Annandale, is planning a de-
bate over whether certain types of music are per-
missible in Islam, a controversial topic within the
Islamic community of particular interest to teenag-
ers.

Dost and other young Muslim leaders in Virginia
founded the Virginia High School MSA Council in
October 2009. The council supports students start-
ing new Muslim Students Associations, and coordi-
nates events where members of the Muslim groups
from different schools can come together to social-
ize and educate themselves.

Currently, the group covers only Northern Virginia,
though it intends to reach out to Muslim Students
Associations throughout Virginia.

In addition, there are current Muslim student
groups at West Springfield High School, Thomas
Jefferson High School, T.C. Williams High School,
McLean High School, Madison High School, and Park
View High School.

Muslim youth groups are also aware of the impor-
tant function they play in today’s religious climate.
Though the five young men from Alexandria arrested
in Pakistan last month have not been formally
charged with terrorism, the case highlights the im-
portance of moderate Muslim outlets for Muslim
youth.

From Page 3 The Mustafa Center Youth Group seeks to meet
just this need. One of the men arrested in Pakistan
had been active in the Mustafa Center Mosque.

In response to the arrest of the former commu-
nity member, the Mustafa Center Youth Group,
made up of Muslim college students who plan rec-
reational and educational events geared toward
high school students, invited a panel of prominent
American Muslim scholars and imams to speak at
an event called “Calling all heroes: the error in ter-
ror.” According to Ali Baluch, vice president of the
Mustafa Center Youth Group, the event had initially
been titled “the error in terror,” but the group de-
cided to focus on a positive message rather than
categorize the event as “anti-this and anti-that.”

Baluch, a resident of Fairfax who studies sociol-
ogy at Northern Virginia Community College, said
the title called on moderate Muslim youth to edu-
cate themselves about Islam and raise their voices
against extremism, “because that’s what we need
right now, not more suicide bombers.”

More than 100 students, parents, and commu-
nity members attended the event, held Jan. 9, at
the Mustafa Center. Panelists spoke about the rea-
sons why some Muslim youth may be tempted by
extremist voices on the Internet, citing difficulties
in reconciling Muslim and American identity, frus-
tration caused by American foreign policy, and low
self-esteem, can make some young people more
vulnerable to extremist recruiters, similar to gangs.
The event focused on positive solutions to these
problems.

“We tried to show how you can still be patriotic
and still be a Muslim,” said Baluch.

Speakers highlighted community service as an
alternative to violence that would enable young
people to improve the world around them. Peace
was a recurring theme of the event, said Baluch.

“One speaker mentioned that there are over 100
verses in the Quran that mention peace, and just
one verse about violence. One tiny verse about vio-
lence and everyone takes that one verse and twists
it for their own ends.”
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Robey Joins
Maximum
Results

W
ayne Robey recently
joined Maximum Re-
sults Personal Fitness

Studio as its vice president of op-
erations. Robey, a Virginia native
and Flagler College graduate, will
oversee daily business operations
at the Fairfax Station fitness cen-
ter. Maximum Results Personal
Training Studio is a private fitness
center featuring advanced MedX
resistance equipment. Certified
personal trainers help clients
achieve healthier, more productive
lifestyles in just two private, 30-
minute workouts per week using
a slow burn strength training pro-
tocol. Located on Route 123, ap-
proximately 2 miles south of Uni-
versity Mall and George Mason
University at 5622 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station.

Wayne Robey, Maximum Results Personal Fitness
Studio’s new vice president of operations, is shown
here with owner Donna Speakes.
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Opinion

Time for Civil Redistricting
Governor ran on non-partisan redistricting; now
is time for proposals in General Assembly.T

he U.S. Census is underway, an ev-
ery-10-year process that attempts
to count every single person in the
United States at their home ad-

dress. From the results of the count come a
nearly infinite number of critical decisions. The
way those decisions are carried out have con-
sequences for every one of us.

One of those decisions is the redrawing of
political lines for all political offices, including
the General Assembly, U. S. Congress and lo-
cal offices. In Virginia, the current process al-
lows the political party in charge to draw the
lines.

Proposals in the Virginia General Assembly
could lead to a change in politics and democ-
racy here. The measures would establish the
Virginia Redistricting Commission to redraw
Congressional and General Assembly district
boundaries without the bitter partisan hatchet
that has characterized Virginia’ process under
each party in the past.

Tradition in Virginia holds that the ruling
party decides how to redraw the lines around
political districts after each census. The pro-
cess in the past has involved the majority party
using its power without any checks or balances
to create districts that protect incumbents of
the majority party and try to force out incum-

Editorial

bents of the minority party.
The losers in the process are the citizens of

Virginia, who first find themselves in political
districts that make little sense geographically
or in terms of communities of interest. They
then find that even if they are unhappy with
their elected officials, the gerrymandering has

created districts that have
killed any competition be-
tween parties, and that each
party strongly discourages any
primary challenges.

The result: most voters have far less choice
in who represents them than they should.

There are probably hundreds of ways to set
up a commission or non-partisan board that
would take the politics out of the process.

House Bill 323, introduced by Del. Ken Plum
(D) of Reston, and Senate Bill 626, introduced
by Sen. Jill Holtzman Vogel (R) pave the way
for real reform and integrity in the political
process.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Redistricting Bill
“Bipartisan Redistricting Commission cre-

ated.  Establishes a seven-member temporary
commission to prepare redistricting plans in
2011 and each tenth year thereafter for the
House of Delegates, state Senate, and congres-
sional districts. Appointments to the
Commission shall be made one each by the four
majority and minority party leaders of the
House and Senate and by the state chairmen of
the two major political parties. Those six ap-
pointees shall appoint the seventh member and
chairman of the Commission. If they cannot
agree, they shall submit the names of the two
persons receiving the most votes to the Supreme
Court for the Court to select the chairman. The
Commission will prepare plans and submit them
as bills to the General Assembly. The General
Assembly shall then proceed to act on the bills
in the usual manner. The bill provides for Com-
mission comments on plans as they change in
the legislative process. It also spells out the stan-
dards and process to be followed by the
Commission in preparing plans, including limi-
tations on the use of political data and
opportunities for public comment on the plans.”

Source: http://leg1.state.va.us/lis.htm
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By Supervisor Pat Herrity

R-Springfield

O
ur world-class schools are the num-
ber one reason businesses and fami-
lies come to Fairfax County. That

quality carries a price, $2.3 billion. The school
system accounts for more than half (54 per-
cent) of all county funding. The county is fac-
ing a funding shortfall of $315 million for the
next fiscal year and the school system is facing
a shortfall of approximately $170 million. Even
in this difficult economic climate, we need to
ensure the quality of our schools. However, this
does not excuse the school budget from the
healthy fiscal scrutiny these tough times dic-
tate. It is past time to change the equation on
how we balance the school budget.

The old equation repeated year after year is
to exact pressure on the Board of Supervisors
to give more money to schools by putting un-
popular cuts and damaging reductions to chil-
dren on the table.  Every budget cycle, we go
through the same formula. The School Board
and staff warn that if they don’t get the money
they have requested, teacher salaries will be
frozen, the most popular programs will be cut,
class sizes will be increased, and multiple
sports/activities will be eliminated (this year
it is elementary band and strings, all freshmen
sports, indoor track, winter cheerleading, and

more).
Contrast this to what we have done with the

county budget.  Despite significant growth in
both the county population and the demand
for county services (police, human services,
etc.) caused by these tough economic times,
we have begun to “change the equation” on
the county budget. The Board of Supervisors

and county executive have
worked hard to cut spend-
ing and identify efficien-
cies, while limiting the im-

pact on critical services. We got a good start
last year on the county side, by reducing ac-
tual spending, but still have a ways to go.

Unfortunately, the same cannot be said about
the school budget. This year, Superintendent
Dale is again using the same old playbook.
Perhaps even more than in recent years, he is
refusing to focus his budget cuts on adminis-
tration and instead is proposing to cut many
of the programs that make our school system
the best in the country. Instead of cutting popu-
lar and effective programs, the school system
should do as businesses all around the coun-
try have done — cut administrative costs and
focus on functioning more efficiently.

The superintendent’s proposed budget hits
the classrooms hard by increasing class size.
Teachers, administrators and parents agree
that class size is one of the most important fac-

tors in a child’s education. Because the School
Board has voted to increase class sizes for the
last two years, we already have serious class
size issues in Fairfax County.

I have been leading a group of concerned
parents, teachers, and business leaders that
have been looking for alternative ways to bal-
ance the school budget without sacrificing the
quality of our schools, important programs or
calling for significant tax increases. Despite
what we hear from the school system, there
are a slew of options for accomplishing this
goal, including the following:

❖ Investigate cutting central department ad-
ministrative costs by at least 10 percent —
more than $400 million of the $2.3 billion non-
capital school budget this year is spent on cen-
tral administrative departments. A 10 percent
cut would reduce central administrative costs
to just below 2006 levels and save approxi-
mately $40 million. For example, the school
system’s communications and outreach depart-
ment has 24 people in it. That’s the size of a
small PR firm.

❖ Look into the growth in school based ad-
ministration for reductions. For example, the
assistant principal to student ratio is higher
than our surrounding jurisdictions. In addition,
over the last several years, we have signifi-
cantly increased the number of tests we require
our students to take (non state or federally
mandated tests). This puts self-imposed bur-
dens on our teachers and schools. Today, each
of our schools has an assessment coach, who

School Budget: Changing the Equation

Commentary

Supervisor calls for new approach to cutting
proposed Fairfax County school budget.

See New, Page 7
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FAIRFAX LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
2010 SPRING REGISTRATION

Come find your field of dreams with Fairfax Little League!
Play the great American game in the spirit of

the Babe, Hammering Hank, Yogi, Cal, Jeter, and Big Papi.

Spring 2010 Little League registration OPEN NOW online
at www.FairfaxLL.com

Register by January 31, you will SAVE $25!!!

REGISTRATION IS 100% ON-LINE
Register Now at www.FairfaxLL.com

Questions?
Contact Fairfax Little League

Questions@FairfaxLL.org

T-Ball: The best introduction to baseball. Generally for kids ages 5, 6, 7 – everyone
plays an every minute both as fielders and hitters. Neighborhood teams.

“A” (Single A) Baseball: Generally for players age 8 (and some 7 year olds). All players
bat in rotation with machine / coach pitching and play at least half of innings in the field.

“AA”, “AAA”, Major League Baseball: Three levels of baseball for 8 to 12 year olds.
All games are played on a 60 foot diamond. Players are placed by a draft system.
Primary consideration is for players to play at a level of similar skill and experience.

Junior League: Ages 13 & 14 – game is played on a 90 foot diamond. Players are
placed by a draft system.

Challengers: Ages 6 to 21 To provide youngsters with physical and mental disabilities
the opportunity to play baseball on their own level.

Tryouts: Saturday, February 20th, see Fairfax Little League website below for details

Youth Sports Scholarships: Available to those that qualify.

• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 14 yrs. Naval service, 6 yrs. Active Duty

• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,

Vision One, Blue Choice, Avesis, VCA, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS,

PHCS, Spectera, VSP®  Network Doctor

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
O P T O M E T R I S T

www.drsweetnam.com

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

New Lorton Office
NOW OPEN

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

never enters a classroom and does nothing but ar-
range for testing. Many of these administrators are
paid for 11 or 12 months, while teachers generally
are paid for only 10 months. We need to look at re-
ducing the burdens we place on our teachers, so they
can focus on teaching our children. Reducing the
number of school-based administrative positions to
a level that is still above Virginia requirements, and
reducing the length of the contract periods for these
administrators, could save more than $25 million.

❖ Review major operations for efficiencies — trans-
portation, school security, etc. A modest, half-hour
change in bell schedule for a handful of high schools
could dramatically reduce the peak number of buses
required on the road at one time and save millions
without impacting after school activities or sports.
We also need to explore alternatives to the school
security dispatch system, which currently has its own
24-hour, seven-day a week operation and manage-
ment function.

❖ Conserve and carry forward funding from 2009
and 2010. According to its own student enrollment
data, the school system currently has about 1,500

Commentary

fewer students than it projected last year. The roughly
$15 million allocated to educate those students who
have not yet shown up should be carried forward
along with the approximately $25 million carried
forward from the school system’s 2009 budget.

❖ Strongly advocate for, and encourage parents to
advocate for, the state government to recalculate the
Local Composite Index as was scheduled, so that
Fairfax County receives the $61 million it is owed.
The Board of Supervisors and the School Board are
both advocating for this.

This group has identified more than $100 million
of potential cuts and another $100 million in alter-
natives that should be reviewed before the superin-
tendent considers any increases in class size or cuts
that impact the quality of our schools. This knowl-
edgeable group is eager to work in partnership with
the School Board and school system to review these
ideas. Education is not just about money. If it were,
Washington, D.C., with its high spending per student,
would have the best schools in the United States. To
ensure that our school system remains the best in
the country, we need to implement solid spending
priorities that refocus our education dollars on our
classrooms, students and teachers.

New Equation for School Budget
From Page 6

Raising $3,700 for Haiti Relief

S
t. Peter’s in the Woods Episcopal Church raised more than $3,700
in relief funds for victims in Haiti. The money was donated to
the Episcopal Relief & Development’s Haiti Fund.

The church hosted a Winter Charity Gala on Saturday, Jan. 16, at
which parishioners, friends and neighbors gathered for dinner and
entertainment. Door prizes were donated by local area business such
as Gold’s Gym, Massage Envy, Brion’s Grill and Fairfax Country Club.

The Charity Gala was originally scheduled for December, but was
postponed to January due to the Dec. 19 snowstorm.

“When the earthquake hit,” said Rev. DeDe Duncan-Probe, vicar of
St. Peter’s in the Woods, “I knew we had to dedicate the Gala to raise
funds specifically for Haiti. The outpouring of generosity and support
from both the parish and surrounding community was overwhelming.”

St. Peter’s in the Woods will continue to collect donations for Haiti.
More information can be found on the church’s Web site by visiting
[www.spiw.org].

Members of the St. Peter’s in the Woods Children’s Choir
perform Jan. 16 at the church’s Winter Charity Gala.

Military Notes

Shelby L. Loeffler has received a
four year Army ROTC (Reserve Officer
Training Corps) scholarship to attend
Virginia Military Institute, Lexington.
The mission of ROTC is to provide fu-
ture officers with leadership qualities
needed in the regular Army and the

Reserve Components. She is the daugh-
ter of Sam Loeffler of Clifton Road,
Clifton, and Sherra Loeffler of 13th
Court N., Arlington. Loeffler graduated
in 2009 from Robinson Secondary
School and is currently attending Mary
Baldwin College.

Army Pvt. Luis E. Reyes Jr.
graduated from the Field Artillery Auto-
mated Tactical Systems Specialist
Advanced Individual Training course at
Fort Sill, Lawton, Okla. He is the son of
Charlene D. Evans of Treasure Oak
Court, Lorton.
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Sports

Cavs Comfy in New District
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Laurel Hill/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

After rocky start,
boys’ basketball team
finds success
in Patriot District.

Head coach Doug Craig said he made adjustments to
his strategies when his team joined the Patriot
District.

Senior guard Max Lenox attempts
a lay-up during the Cavs’ 68-59
win over Lee. Lenox finished the
game with 39 points.

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

O
ne trip around the Patriot Dis-
trict is all it took for the W.T.
Woodson boys’ basketball
team to get accustomed to

their new home.
After dropping four straight district

matches to start
January, the team is
finally beginning to
heat up with a recent
three-game winning
streak.

“It’s a little differ-
ent in this district,”
senior Max Lenox
said. “We play a
much more athletic
game [in the Patriot
District].”

Prior to the 2009-
10 season, the Cava-
liers (8-9, 4-5 in dis-
trict play) were ac-
customed to annual
match-ups with Lib-
erty District foes, but
a re-alignment of the
districts sent the boys
and all of Woodson’s
sports teams to the
Patriot District.

“It’s a change,”
Lenox said. “But
we’re getting used to

it.”
A four-game losing

streak in early Janu-
ary showed the Cavs
that they still had a
lot to learn about the
district’s competitive-
ness.

“The game here is
a lot faster,” sopho-
more guard Mark
Noe said. “First time

around, we weren’t prepared for it.”
The team is now showing that it can be a

force in the Patriot District, evident by a 68-
59 win over district rival Robert E. Lee on
Tuesday, Jan. 26.

The victory is the Cavaliers’ third district
win in a row, a streak which includes wins
over West Springfield and Lake Braddock.

“We let a few games get past us,” Lenox
said. “But now we know we can play with
these guys.”

The change in district also prompted a
minor change in coaching philosophy for
head coach Doug Craig.

“This is a league of runs,” he said. “Teams
get out on 10, 12 point runs and you have
to stop that. I’ve been calling timeouts ear-
lier to control that.”

Craig said the transition from the old dis
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Josh Hogan

Q: If you could play with any
athlete who would it be?

A: It would have to be [Dallas Cow-
boy] DeMarcus Ware. He’s a line-
backer and he’s just explosive. It’s
what I want to be when I play foot-
ball in college [at James Madison
University].

Q: How does football help
your basketball game?

A: I try to bring intensity. I like to
play strong and have fun out there,
it’s what I do in football.

Q: What’s the song you have
to hear before you hit the

See Woodson,  Page 9

5 Qs with Woodson multi-sport athlete Josh Hogan
court?

A: It would probably have to be “Bodies”
by Drowning Pool.

Q: Who do you have in the Super
Bowl? Saints or Colts?

A: I’m rooting for the Saints. They’re a
younger team and I love the underdogs.
They’ve also never been to Super Bowl be-
fore either.

Q: What’s your favorite thing
about being a Woodson athlete?

A: It’s a great opportunity and a lot of
younger kids look up to me. It’s also just a
great school athletically and academically.

— Reed S. Albers

Week in Sports

Stallions Split
Games with
Annandale

The South County boys’ basketball
team’s (11-5) quest for a winning
season was stunted for at least one
game as the Annandale Atoms
handed them a 70-55 defeat on Jan.
22.

Mohamed Alie-Cox led the Stal-
lions in scoring with 18 points and
Gabe Jackson and Nik Biberaj added
another 13 points a piece to the to-
tal.

South County returns to the court
on Jan. 26, to face off against West
Potomac, followed by a Jan. 29,
meeting with West Springfield.

The Lady Stallions avoided a loss
with Annandale with a slim 43-40
victory on Jan. 22.

Fatu Conteh led the Stallions in
scoring with 15 points followed by
14 points from Simone Antwi.

The Lady Stallions will also be fac-
ing off with West Potomac on Jan.
26 and West Springfield on Jan. 29.

Robinson Races
In New York

The Robinson girls’ 4x200 meter
relay turned in one of its fastest per-
formances of the season at The New
Balance Games on Jan. 19 in New
York City.

The girls took advantage of a
chance to run on a banked indoor
track at The Armory Indoor Track
and Field Center, turning in a time
of 1:43.96 for fifth overall at the
competition.

The boys’ team also turned in a
speedy performance with a 3:30
time in the 4x400 meter relay.

Rams Struggle
Agains Wildcats

On Jan. 22 the Robinson (2-14)
boys’ basketball team struggled to
snap a 10-game losing streak against
Centreville.

The Rams lost 66-45 extending the
streak to 11 games. Mike Rice led
the scoring with 19 points and C.J.
Cleaves rounded out Robinson’s top
scorers with 10.

The Rams will face Concorde Dis-
trict foe Chantilly (10-6) on Jan. 28.

The Lady Rams (9-6) also suffered
a loss at the hands of Centreville on
Jan. 22.

Robinson fell short 48-44 in the
game, but the team was led by
Samantha Partonen’s 13 points and
Brigitte Kuter’s 10 points.

The girls’ team will also face
Chantilly (11-5) on Jan. 28.

“The game
here is a
lot faster.”

— Mark Noe
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trict to the new hasn’t hindered
the team’s ability to adapt.

“More than anything, it’s just a dif-
ferent style of basketball,” he said.

While the district has provided
new challenges for his teammates,
Lenox, who scored 39 points in the
victory over Lee, is flourishing. He’s
13 points away from scoring 1,000
career points as a Cavalier.

“I just try to do what my team
needs me to do,” Lenox said. “If they
need me to pass, I will. If they need
me to score, I can.”

Lenox sat out his junior season
with an injury, but his return has
been a welcome one for Woodson.

Lenox’s return might be a boost
for the Cavaliers, but the team is still
without another one of its stars,
John Schoof, who is battling a leg
injury and has been sidelined all
season. “It hurts to not have
[Schoof] out there with us,” Noe
said.

The Cavaliers continue their sea-
son with a road game against dis-
trict opponent T.C. Williams (10-3,
8-0 in district play) on Jan. 29, at
7:45 p.m.

Bruin Girls Qualify for States
Sports

Lake Braddock’s girls’ 4x800 meter relay
earns 13th fastest time in state history

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

S
ince the start of the 2009-10 Indoor
track season, Lake Braddock head
coach Mike Mangan’s top four girls
haven’t competed together in the

4x800 meter relay for a number of reasons.
“Having all four girls together wasn’t al-

ways guaranteed,” he said. “With the snow
and holidays, people were out of town as
well.”

His talented group of runners helped Lake
Braddock claim a state title in cross-coun-
try in 2009, and Mangan anxiously antici-
pated the chance to load-up his relay.

The first chance came on Jan. 19 on one
of indoor track’s grandest stages, The Ar-
mory Track and Field Center in New York
City.

With banked turns and an intimidating
atmosphere, Mangan hoped his four girls
— Sophie Chase, Kelly Hagan, Liana Epstein
and Casey Lardener — would qualify for
the Virginia state indoor track meet during
The New Balance Games, a major competi-
tion featuring schools from across the coun-

try.
“We felt like we should be able to run a

state qualifying time when we had an op-
portunity,” he said. “The race in New York
was the perfect chance.”

The Armory Track and Field Center bills
itself as one of the nation’s fastest places to
run. Senior Liana Epstein said it was the
perfect place for the
girls’ relay debut.

“Any time we get to
go to the Armory and
race, we know it’s
going to be good,”
she said. “We knew
we were ready to run
fast. It was nice to have it play out [in New
York].”

COUPLED WITH the anticipation of run-
ning in such a high-profile race and run-
ning as a unit for the first time, the girls
turned in a time of 9:19.90, the 13th fast-
est 4x800 Virginia indoor track time. It also
set a school record for the fastest time dur-
ing a non-championship race.

“We fought really hard,” Epstein said. “We

were just going for [the qualifying time] and
we’re really happy with how our first race
[as a group] went together.”

Lardner said the atmosphere of The New
Balance Games helped the team to focus
on the relay’s goal.

“It was really exciting to compete against
tons of teams,” she said. “Before our race,
we saw professional athletes running the
mile. It just brought us down to earth to
see them running and reminded us what
we needed to do.”

The boys’ 4x800 meter relay team also
delivered a
standout perfor-
mance, despite
Mangan’s uncer-
tainty going into
the race.

What he got was
one of the boys’

fastest times in Lake Braddock’s recent his-
tory.

The boys’ time of 8:12.62 narrowly
missed the Virginia state qualifying cut.

“We had the parts, but we hadn’t put to-
gether a full [team],” said relay team mem-
ber Matt Hoogland.

“It was a surprise to see that we were that
close to getting to the state [qualifying]
time,” Hoogland said. “It was just fun to be
there and get that close.”

“We knew were ready
to run fast.”

— Liana Epstein

Woodson
From Page 8
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Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County
Southwest…703-912-1719

Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church…

703-425-0940
Clifton Baptist Church…

703-263-1161
Community Baptist Church…

703-250-9060
Fairfax Baptist Temple…

703-323-8100

Harvest Assembly
Baptist Church…

703-799-7868
Hope Baptist Church…

703-799-5155
Jerusalem

Baptist Church…
703-278-8166

Shiloh Baptist Church…
703-550-8557

Virginia Korean Baptist
Church

703-425-1972

Buddhist
Ekoji Buddhist Temple….

703-239-1200
Catholic

St. Clare of Assisi…703-266-
1310

St. Raymond Penafort…
703-440-0535

Church of God
Church of the Living God of

No. Va.…703-250-7980
Congregacion La Cena Del

Senor…703-550-1204
Episcopal

St. Peter’s in the Woods…
703-503-9210

Pohick Church…703-339-6579
Lutheran

Living Savior Lutheran Church
703-352-1421
Methodist

Christ Church of Fairfax
Station…703-690-3401

Cranford United Methodist
Church…703-339-5382
Non-Denominational
Grace Bible Church…

703-339-7292
Gunston Bible Church…

703-339-5395
Iglesia La Gran Comision

Asambleas De Dios…
703-541-0816

New Hope Church…
703-971-4673

New Jerusalem
Temple of Worship…

703-593-6153
Pentecostal

Christ Pentecostal International
Church…703-339-2119

First United
Pentecostal Church…

703-339-2402
Presbyterian

Clifton Presbyterian Church…
703-830-3175

Seoul Presbyterian
Church….703-764-1310

Sikh
Sikh Foundation of Virginia…

703-323-8849

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

b

b

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE POSSIBILITY
OF HOPE  THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

My sheep hear my voice and I know
them and they follow me – John 10:27

 “BUILDING GOD’S KINGDOM
ONE SOUL AT A TIME”

PASTOR ARLETTE JOHNSON, PASTOR AND FOUNDER

HOPE Baptist
Church

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY AT:
WILLIAM HALEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
8850 CROSS CHASE CIRCLE, FAIRFAX STATION, VIRGINIA
10AM – SUNDAY SCHOOL – 11AM – MORNING WORSHIP

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of Christ

on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.

703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM

 Worship Service
10:30 AM

Calendar

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/JAN. 29
Lunch Bunch. 12 p.m. John Marshall

Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
Alexandria. Bring lunch and listen to
stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-971-
0010.

Spot-LYTE Company presents:
“Incorruptible.” 8 p.m.,
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. 703-495-0001 or
www.workhousearts.org.

Outerloop Presents: Love Hate
Hero, Four Letter Lie, Of
Machines, Sleeping with Sirens.
All ages. $10 advance, $12 door.
Doors open at 5 p.m., show at 5:15
p.m. TBA, Simply Chaos.  21 and Up
$10 advance, $12 door. Doors open
at 10:15 p.m., show at 10:30 p.m.
Jaxx Nightclub, 6355 Rolling Road
Springfield. 703-569-5940.

SATURDAY/JAN. 30
Springfield Community Theatre

presents “Heros.” 8 p.m. at The
John Swayze Theatre at the New
School, 9431 Silver King Court,
Fairfax. $18 general admission, $15
seniors and students. 703-866-6238
or www.sctonline.org.

Spot-LYTE Company presents:
“Incorruptible.” 8 p.m.,
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. 703-495-0001 or
www.workhousearts.org.

SUNDAY/JAN. 31
Springfield Community Theatre

presents “Heros.” 2 p.m. at The

John Swayze Theatre at the New
School, 9431 Silver King Court,
Fairfax. $18 general admission, $15
seniors and students. 703-866-6238
or www.sctonline.org.

Paul Di’Anno, Icarus Witch, TBA,
Baby Jayne. 21 and Up. $18
advance, $20 door. Doors open at
6:30 p.m., show at 7 p.m. Jaxx
Nightclub, 6355 Rolling Road
Springfield. 703-569-5940.

TUESDAY/FEB. 2
Teen Book Club. 6:30 p.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Food, fun and reading.
Age 12-18. 703-249-1520.

Evening Book Discussion Group.
6:45 p.m. Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
“The Art of Racing in the Rain” by
Garth Stein. Adults. 703-339-4610.

It’s Groundhog Day! 10:30 a.m.
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. A fun groundhog-
themed story time with shadows,
silliness and songs. Age 2-5 with
adult. 703-339-7385.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 3
Blue Sky Puppet Theater and

Open House. 10:15-11:30 a.m. at
St. Christopher’s Preschool, 6320
Hanover Ave., Springfield.
Preschoolers free. Reservations
required at 703-451-1845 or
preschool@saintchristophers.net.

Open Irish Song Session. 8:30-
11:30 p.m., at Hard Times Cafe,
6362 Springfield Plaza, Springfield.
This song session is open to anyone
who would like to sing or listen to
Irish songs. Songbooks provided, but
singers may bring their own songs as
well. All kinds of Irish/Scottish songs
are welcome, be they ballads, rebel

songs and drinking songs. To learn
more, contact Wayne Jordan at
wvjordan@aol.com. Hard Times:
703-913-5600.

Needlework Group. 10:30 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Bring a project to work
on in the company of other
needlecrafters. 703-249-1520.

Practice Your English. 10:15 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Conversation group for
adults learning English. 703-339-
4610.

THURSDAY/FEB. 4
Blue Sky Puppet Theater and

Open House. 10:15-11:30 a.m. at
St. Christopher’s Preschool, 6320
Hanover Ave., Springfield.
Preschoolers free. Reservations
required at 703-451-1845 or
preschool@saintchristophers.net.

Owl Tales. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Stories about owls. Age 13-23
Months with adult. 703-249-1520.

Daytime Book Discussion Group.
12:15 p.m. Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
“Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth
Strout. Adults. 703-339-4610.

Reading and Rocking Preschool
Class. 10:30 a.m. Lorton Library,
9520 Richmond Highway, Lorton.
Early literacy storytime. Ages 2-4
with an adult. 703-339-7385.

FRIDAY/FEB. 5
Fairfax Symphony Valentine Pops

Gala: Amore! An Evening of Italian
Love Songs. At the Hilton McLean
Tysons Corner, 7920 Jones Branch
Drive, McLean. 6:30 p.m. silent
auction and cocktail reception, 8 p.m.

dinner, 9 p.m. FSO in concert with
tenor Robert Petillo and soprano
Jeanine Thames. $300 per person or
$3,000 per table, available by credit
card at 703-563-1990, or by check to
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, 3905
Railroad Ave., Suite 202N, Fairfax,
VA 22030.
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

Jewish Scout Shabbat. Congregation
Adat Reyim invites all Jewish Scouts,
Scouters and their families to the
annual Scout Shabbat service at 8
p.m. Those wishing to present a
Jewish Religious Emblem Award to a
Scout or to participate in services
may contact CAR at 703-569-7577.
Congregation Adat Reyim is located
at 6500 Westbury Oaks Court in
Springfield. Scouts are asked to wear
their uniform.

Cardinal Forest PTA Third Annual
Fun Fair and Silent Auction.
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Cardinal Forest
Elementary School, 8600 Forrester
Blvd., Springfield. Moon bounce,
cake walk, food and more. Tickets for
games are 50 cents each, available at
the door. 703-569-7518.

Lunch Bunch. 12 p.m. John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
Alexandria. Bring lunch and hear
stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-971-
0010.

SATURDAY/FEB. 6
Jeri Sager. 7:30 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. West
Springfield High School alumnus and
Broadway star Sager debuts at the
Barns of Wolf Trap with her solo
cabaret show, “Broadway by Jeri.”
Accompanied by a four-piece band,
Sager will re-create her roles in
“Cats,” “Les Misérables” and “Evita.”
$25. 703-938-2404 or

www.wolftrap.org.
One-on-One Computer Tutoring.

10-11 a.m. Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Learn
to use a computer, navigate the
Internet, and work with common
software applications. Call for an
appointment. Adults. 703-249-1520.

VITA Tax Assistance. 10:30 a.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. 703-
339-4610.

Birds in Your Backyard Science
Class. 2 p.m. Lorton Library, 9520
Richmond Highway, Lorton. Assist
the researchers at Cornell University
in monitoring bird populations. 703-
339-7385.

MONDAY/FEB. 8
Little Valentines. 10:30 a.m.

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Stories, songs and fun for Valentine’s
Day. Age 24 months to 5 years with
adult. 703-339-4610.

Early Reader Book Discussion.
3:30 p.m. John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria.
Titles: “Library Lil” by Suzanne
Williams and “Paul Bunyan” by
Steven Kellogg. Ages 6-8 with adult.

TUESDAY/FEB. 9
Outerloop Presents: For the Fallen

Dreams, The Ghost Inside, Your
Demise, Suffokate, An Obscure
Signal, This Time Never, Calvin
Broadus, TBA. All ages. $10
advance, $12 door. Doors open at 5
p.m., show at 5:15 p.m. Jaxx
Nightclub, 6355 Rolling Road
Springfield. 703-569-5940.

Fun With Twos and Threes. 10:30
a.m. John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria.
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing
in Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke,

or Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill,
Contact Steve Hogan at

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at noon.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. JANUARY 30 & 31

7500 Ridgebrook Dr, Springfield • $699,900 • Sun 1-4
Long & Foster • Beckie Owen •703-328-4129

Fairfax Station (22039)
11611 YATES FORD RD............$767,500 ...Sun 1-4....Keller Williams...Karen Paris...................571-220-7503

Lorton (22079)
7945 ALMEDA CT.....................$469,990 ...Sat 12-4...Christopher........Maureen Simpson.........703-356-6035

Burke (22015)
9500 CLAYCHIN CT..................$749,900 ...Sun 12-4..Weichert ............Mahala Hart .................. 703-691-0555

Springfield (22153, 22152, 22151, 22150)
7500 RIDGEBROOK DR ............ $699,900 ...Sun 1-4....Long & Foster....Beckie Owen ................. 703-328-4129

Kingstowne/Alexandria (22315, 22314, 22310, 22309, 22308)
3113 MADISON HILL CT...........$499,900 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............Leslie Rodriguez ........... 703-400-3010
5638 GOVERNORS POND CIR...$575,000 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............ James Bazzle ................ 703-599-8964
6805 HEATHERWAY CT ............ $359,950 ...Sun 1-4....Long & Foster....Tom & Cindy & Assoc. .. 703-822-0207
716 UPLAND PL.......................$529,000 ...Sun 1-4....Long & Foster....Tom & Cindy & Assoc. .. 703-822-0207
8804 CAMDEN ST .................... $674,000 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............Greg Koons...................703-209-7678
124 N GRAYSON ST ................. $479,000 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............Ron Fowler ................... 703-598-0511

Fairfax (22032, 22031, 22030)
10725 NORMAN AVE................$529,000 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............Ron Fowler ................... 703-598-0511
5408 QUINCY MARR DR .......... $522,000 ...Sun 1-4....Long & Foster....Catie Morales................703-278-9313
4968 VAIL RIDGE LA................$519,850 ...Sun 1-4....RE/MAX.............Kevin Carter..................703-930-8686
10153 BESSMER LA.................$499,000 ...Sun 1-4....Long & Foster....Cathy DeLoach..............703-425-8000

Woodbridge (22191)
13093 PILGRIMS INN DR.........$399,950 ...Sun 1-4....Weichert ............Kathleen Quintarelli .......703-862-8808

PIC TO COME

Call Kathleen
today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

#1 Weichert Realtor
Burke/Fairfax Station

Licensed Realtor 20 Years
NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

#1 Weichert Agent in Burke & Fairfax Station

Springfield $484,950
Lakefront Community

Stunning 2900 SQ FT end unit w/ lake
views, quality remod eat-in kit w/ cherry
cabs, granite & SS appl, amazing MBA
remodel w/ porcelain tile & granite cntrs,
hrdwd main lvl, fin walkout bsmt, 2 frplc,
new carpet, MBR w/ vaulted clngs & bal-
cony w/to-die-for views.

Burke $589,950
Multiple Offers Received

3000+ sq ft Col renovated top to bot-
tom w/ remodeled eat-in kit w/ maple
cabs & SS appl, all baths remodeled,
fenced yard, library, fin bsmt w/ recrm
& den/5thBR, replaced roof, siding,
HVAC, windows & Drs, MBR w/ 2
walk-in closets & more.

Burke $309,950
Premium Brick End Unit

Sunny updated home w/ all baths
remodeled, eat-in kit w/ island w/
breakfast bar, fin bsmt, new carpet,
new HVAC, vinyl windows, fenced
yard, new roof 2002, spacious LVRM
w/ built-ins & beadboard, fresh paint,
walk to shopping & more.

Fairfax Station $839,950
South Run Community

Rarely avail model w/ dramatic & open
flr plan w/ huge 2 stry foyer & fmlyrm,
hrdwd flrs, library, large updated kit w/
granite & SS appl, 2 frplcs, sunny fin
walkout bsmt, updated MBA w/ sep tub
& shower, MBR w/ vaulted clngs & 2
walk-in clsts, deck, gazebo, dual zone
HVAC & more.
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Fairfax Sta/So. Run $674,950
3/4 Wooded Acre

This lovely Colonial sits on a picturesque
cul-de-sac w/3/4 acre flat fenced yard, eat-
in kit w/granite & newer appl, finished
bsmt w/full bath & custom bar, 2-lvl
deck, dramatic MBR w/cathedral clngs &
walk-in closet, MBA w/skylt & granite,
replaced roof, siding & HVAC, walk to
Burke Lake & comm pool & more.
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Faith

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Congregation Adat Reyim
Havdallah, Pasta Dinner and
Bingo Night, on Saturday, Feb. 6 at
6500 Westbury Oaks Court, Springfield.
6 p.m. Havdallah service followed by
pasta dinner at 6:30 p.m. and games at
7:30 p.m. Bring non-perishable food
donations and gently-used clothing to
be donated to ECHO. $4 for individuals,
$10 for families. Mail checks and regis-
tration to CAR or register online at
www.adatreyim.org/news-a-events/
269-pasta-bingo or 703-569-7577.

Franconia United Methodist
Church, 6037 Franconia Road, Alexan-
dria, will have a sermon series through
Feb. 21 at the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services, based on Bishop Robert
Schnase’s book “The Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations.” 703 971-5151
or admin@franconiaumc.org.

Burke Presbyterian Church is
participating in the Church World Ser-
vice (CWS) humanitarian relief efforts
to help the victims of the earthquake in
Haiti. The public can help CWS in its
urgent disaster response by assembling
and donating a hygiene kit or a baby kit.
BPC is a collection point for the kits. To
create a kit, visit either
www.BurkePresChurch.org and click on
“Haiti Relief” or visit
www.ChurchWorldService.org and click
on “Hygiene Kit” or “Baby Kit.” Drop off
kits at Burke Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 5690 Oak Leather Drive, Burke.
Phone the church office with any ques-
tions at 703-764-0456.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
ANNUAL GIVING

The Madeira School, in McLean, 
currently has a full time opening 

within our Development  Office  as   
an  Assistant  Director of Annual 

Giving. To view position description 
and information on how to apply 

please visit our website at 
www.madeira.org

BANKING

Greeter
Belvoir Federal Credit Union is seeking an 
individual to fill the Greeter position at Mt. 
Vernon, Alexandria Branch. The position re-
quires the right mix of skills and attributes: 
Proven sales skills, outgoing & enthusiastic 
attitude and the ability to handle multiple 
tasks are important to our team.  We offer 
competitive salaries, benefits and incentives.

Fax or e-mail resumes to:  
Fax:703-580-0445 

E-mail:  hr@belvoirfcu.org

EOE/AAP/M/F/V

DOG WALKER/PET SITTER

For Fairfax Area. Go to
www.doodlebugdogwalker.com under 

Employment to submit a website 
application. See FAQ's for

requirements. Must pass a criminal back-
ground check & other security checks.

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

JANITORIAL POSITIONS

Cleared Personnel needed in 
Springfield, VA for janitorial positions 
starting at $14.23 an hour.  Please call 

410-789-3320 if interested.

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Busy internal medicine office needs 

part-time front desk staff.  Must be able 
to multi-task.  Experience preferred.   

Call Pat:  703-764-4850

P/T RECEP’T/ADMIN ASST
Friendly, self-starting person 

needed afternoons and all day 
Fridays for busy Annandale 

optometrist’s office. Administra-
tive experience helpful. 

Call 703-354-1446

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

RN Case Manager
Guardian Medical is a fast growing new 
company with tremendous advancement 
potential. Seeking experienced RN with 
WC Case mgt exp. Part time or full time 
depending on existing customer follow-
ing. Prefer CCM with desire to grow with 
company into a mgt/marketing role. 
Strong   organizational,    writing,      and 
computer   skills  a  must.  Fax resume to 

866-703-9941 or send to 
info@guardianmedicalconsulting.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

On Jan. 12, the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors voted 10-0 to look into legal
action if the McDonnell administration up-
held the freeze in the school funding for-
mula.

The formula is called the Local Compos-
ite Index, or LCI. It determines which lo-
calities can pay the most for basic kinder-
garten-through-12th-grade education and
which ones cannot. It is calculated using
adjusted gross income, taxable retail sales
and true value of real property.

This year, Fairfax’s score went from .76
to .71; Loudoun fell from .67 to .58 and
Prince William dipped from .44 to .40.

That should have meant more money for
those school districts. However, Kaine —
and now McDonnell — decided to freeze
the formula at the previous scores.

That decision will please some localities,
such as Russell County, in the southwest
corner of Virginia.

Dr. Lorraine C. Turner, superintendent for
the Russell County Public Schools, said her
school district would benefit from the LCI
freeze.

“If it’s frozen at last year’s rate, the state
will give us more money, as opposed to ask-
ing the locality to pay for it,” Turner said.

In December, Kaine proposed freezing the
LCI until the 2012 fiscal year. He said this
would help protect 97 school divisions that
would lose money if the formula were re-
calculated.

Frozen
Formula

Community

From Page 2

“The kids learn about renewable and non-
renewable resources from [the curricu-
lum],” said Gallagher. “There’s games and
pantomimes. It’s a preview of what they will
learn with Gunston.”

The program’s success has prompted
school officials to consider extending
Gunston’s reach beyond SAAC programs.

“The teachers who see us come in are ask-
ing if we can come to class,” she said. “Bud-
get-wise we can’t get to every class, but we
want to expand [the program] to Prince
William and Arlington counties. We just
need the funding.”

For now, Gunston is staying busy with vis-
its to SACC programs.

“There are 122 schools with SAAC pro-
grams,” Claar said. “We can still do this for
three years and have not been at every
SAAC program.”

While the new Gunston enjoys spotlight,
the old Gunston may one day be recycled.

“[The old Gunston] is in the depths of the
Patriot Center,” Gallagher said. “We’ll bring
him out for old jersey nights, or you never
know when he will come back.”

From Page 3

Gunston
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
The following store will be holding a public auction on 02-10-10 

starting at 9 am

Storage Mart 1851
11325 Lee Highway
Fairfax, Va, 22030

Unit 2011- Pachoco Vending- Boxes
Unit 4161- Linda Evans- Basket and bags

Unit 3015- Joanita Assiimwe- Boxes, furniture
Unit 3120- Alaina Flynn- Boxes, electronics

Unit 4127- Thomas W Millas- Boxes

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Yoon Food Service, Inc 

trading as Duk Wo, 9570 J 
Burke Rd, Burke, VA 22015. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL  for a Beer, Wine 
and Mixed beverage on 
premise license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Sora Yoon, 

manager

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 

pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 
1-877-205-2780

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ProfessorToolbox.com
“Where you can find any Construction

Professional in one place!”

www.ProfessorToolbox.com

Homeowners Looking For…
Qualified, Licensed, Insured

Contractors

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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grams in other parts of the state. The state
also keeps the county from instituting other
taxes.

For the past few years, the local chapter
of the League of Women Voters has com-
plained that Fairfax County Public Schools
operating budget remains opaque, even to
those in the league, who are active in try-
ing to understand county spending and ex-
penditures.

THE LEAGUE of Women Voters believes
that democracies depend on informed citi-
zen participation, which the school system
makes difficult by not presenting budget
documents in an easy-to-understand for-
mat, said Sara Mayhew, a member of the
organization.

“Although FCPS provides voluminous
budget materials to the public, they do not
provide a clear picture of the whole bud-
get. We get information about some trees
but not the forest,” said Mayhew.

Even if Fairfax County Public Schools has
to freeze teacher pay next year, Mark Glaser
would like to see the School Board give
current teachers a two-step salary increase
on paper, so that teachers would not be put
at a disadvantage once the economy re-
bounds.

Civic Leaders Lobby School Board over Budget
Glaser, president of the Fairfax County

Federation of Teachers, said one of the prob-
lems with foregoing a salary step for teach-
ers during the 2010-11 calendar is that it
would cause many staff members to lose
out money for years to come.

Teachers who are due an increase in their
salary this coming year will continue to be
behind where they should have been in
terms of compensation for much of their
teaching career, he said. By putting the
“step” in this year on paper, but not actu-
ally handing out the money that goes along
with it, the school system will avoid put-
ting its current employees at a disadvan-
tage in the future.

Glaser also advocated for more cutting to
administration and fewer decreases in
teachers and instructional assistants.

“Teachers and IA’s teach children; admin-
istrators don’t,” said Glaser.

Catherine Lorenze wants the Fairfax
County School Board to trim the school
system’s central administration funding by
10 percent. Currently, Dale has proposed
cutting five percent of the positions in cen-
tral administration, which Lorenze said does
not equate to 5 percent of the total funding
for central administration.

“He has proposed eliminating a lot of jobs
out of central administration that are lower
on the pay scale, like custodians and ad-

ministrative assistants,” said Lorenze, who
is part of the new Fairfax Education Coali-
tion. The group is made up several of the
country’s largest education stakeholder, in-
cluding the Fairfax Education Association
and Fairfax County Council of PTAs.

THE COALITION said it has done its own
analysis of the schools operating budget and
asserts more cuts can be made in the ad-
ministration that would preserve teacher
positions.

While the superintendent’s budget cur-
rently preserves funding for elementary
immersion, Dale said the programs could
be cut, particularly if the supervisors do not
give the school system the additional fund-
ing it has requested.

As a single parent, Amanda Powers has
had to move around a lot over the past few
years, so her 6-year-old daughter has at-
tended four schools in as many years.

Yet Powers voluntarily transferred her
daughter to Orange Hunt Elementary
School at the beginning of 2009 because
she thought the German language immer-
sion program would be a good fit for her
child.

“Having seen the success of the program
first hand through my younger brother, I
decided I could not pass up the opportu-
nity,” said Powers, who drives her daugh-

ter to school every day from their home in
Lorton.

While the superintendent’s budget cur-
rently preserves funding for elementary
immersion, Dale said the programs could
be cut, particularly if the supervisors do not
give the school system the additional fund-
ing it has requested.

Iliana Sanchez grew up speaking Span-
ish at home, but she formally learned how
to read and write in the language through
Fairfax County Public Schools Spanish im-
mersion program.

“As a Hispanic student, many would think
I already knew Spanish. However, one has
to remember that even when a child has
the same language at home, there is no for-
mal instruction,” said Sanchez.

Christian Donlon has spent the last six
years teaching music in some of Fairfax’s
neediest elementary schools in areas like
Reston and Alexandria.

Donlon said, during this school year
alone, 7,800 Fairfax students received an
instrument to play at a reduced fee. He is
worried that cutting elementary band and
string programs will put poor students at
greater risk to become involved in anti-so-
cial activities like drugs and gangs.

“Music education is a major factor in
breaking the cycle of poverty for many stu-
dents,” he said.

From Page 3

parts of Prince William County.
The 11th District seat was held by U.S.

Rep. Tom Davis (R-11) who defeated his
Democratic predecessor Leslie Byrne after
she had served just one term in office. Davis
served 14 years in office before retiring in
2008. The district was created following the
1990 census.

Connolly won his seat during an unprec-
edented surge for Democrats in Virginia.
In 2008, Connolly shared the ballot with
President Barack Obama, the first Demo-
crat in 40 years to win Virginia in a presi-
dential election, and U.S. Sen. Mark Warner
(D), one of the most popular politicians in
the commonwealth.

CONNOLLY is a formidable opponent; he
won by approximately 10 percentage points
or more in each of his five elections.

While both Fimian and Herrity have lost
elections, Connolly never has.

In 2008, Connolly beat Fimian with 55
percent to 43 percent of the vote. The pre-
vious year, Connolly won election to his sec-
ond term as Fairfax County chairman with
60 percent of the vote countywide.

Connolly has also represented a portion
of the 11th Congressional District since
1995, when he first won a special election
to Providence District supervisor seat.

On Jan. 12, Del. Dave Marsden (D-41)
scored an unexpected victory over Repub-
lican opponent Steve Hunt for the 37th Dis-

trict State Senate seat vacated by Virginia
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli (R). Hunt
was heavily favored to win the special elec-
tion in the district, which partially overlaps
with Connolly’s seat.

“I think the 11th District is now competi-
tive again but it is not going to be an easy
race,” said Del. Dave Albo (R-42), whose
district overlaps with Connolly’s congres-
sional seat.

Connolly, for his part, has main-
tained that 11th District and
Fairfax County cannot be solidly
counted in the Democratic col-
umn.

Though Fairfax is “trending
Democratic,” the voters are inde-
pendent minded and look more at
the quality of the candidate, rather
than the party affiliation, accord-
ing to Connolly.

“Candidates matter. Campaigns matter.
And every election here stands on its own
merits,” he said.

CURRENTLY, Republicans are trying to de-
termine who is the best candidate to take
on Connolly next fall.

Party activists said Fimian is generally
more popular with the conservative, “Tea
Party” wing of the Grand Old Party. Moder-
ate and establishment Republicans tend to
favor Herrity, who has received the back-
ing of almost every Republican elected of-
ficial in Fairfax County.

While Fimian was likely to run against

Connolly regardless of how vulnerable
people perceived the Democrat, many lo-
cal Republicans think Herrity’s entrance into
the race is a sign that Connolly looks like
he could be defeated.

“I think the fact that Pat is running indi-
cates that both Pat and Keith think that a
Republican could win,” said Albo.

Some people were a little taken aback by

Herrity’s decision to enter the race. By all
accounts, Herrity has spent most of the last
year preparing for a second try at the Fairfax
County chairman position after a narrow
loss to Sharon Bulova (D) last February.

“I’m surprised. I had assumed he was
planning to run for chairman [in 2011],”
said Bulova.

But Herrity said he was encouraged by
several people to challenge Connolly and
run for Congress.

“I have very deep roots in Northern Vir-
ginia in business community, in the sports
community and in the civic community. The
number on industry in Northern Virginia is

government contracting. I understand that
industry better than any other candidate in
this race,” said Herrity, whose father served
as Fairfax chairman during the 1980s.

Despite his loss to Bulova, the fact that
the election for chairman was so close en-
ergized party activists and solidified that
Herrity was the new head of the Fairfax
Republican Party.

“Our party is so much stronger than
it was 14 months ago. Pat’s race for
chairman inspired a lot of people and
he has kept kind of a leadership role
since then,” said Cook, who has en-
dorsed Herrity against Fimian.

At the time Herrity entered the
race, Fimian said he has already
raised $550,000 to compete against
Connolly. The Republican, who heads
a national home inspection business,
is also a multi-millionaire. Activists

believe he could kick in some of his own
personal fortune if that was needed.

“It is a very difficult fund-raising environ-
ment out there and even really good fund
raisers are having a tough time,” said
Fimian.

The businessman has also tried to paint
himself as a political outsider who could
bring fresh, innovative ideas to Congress.

“Herrity is a politician who has spent his
whole life getting ready for the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors. He is a big
government Republican just like Gerry
Connolly is a big government Democrat,”
said Fimian.

Community

Fimian, Herrity Face Off in June GOP Primary

“It is a very difficult fund-raising
environment out there and even
really good fund raisers are having
a tough time.”

— Keith Fimian

From Page 2
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 703-495-6200
# 1 in Virginia

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Call Dale Gabardy at 703-425-8000 • E-mail: gabardy@longandfoster.com

JimandCyndee@LNF.com

CYNDEE JULIANJIM WHITFIELD and

703-503-1830

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move

1-888-495-6207
ronandsusanonline.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421
Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

NGOC DO & ASSOCIATES
703-798-2899
www.ngocdo.com

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Alexandria
$317,000

Parkside at
Alexandria

Updated, upgraded, and
shows like a dream. Two
level, two bedroom town-
home in sought after
Parkside offering the best of
conveniences including
shopping, public bus service
and minutes to I-395.
Brazilian Cherry Hardwood
floors, gourmet kitchen with
center island, decorator
touches throughout.

FAIRFAX
$1,800

SHOWS LIKE
A MODEL!

3  BR – 2 BA –
Renovated &
Immaculate
Beauty Nestled
on a Cul-de-Sac in
Sought after

Community! Hardwood Floors – Family Room with Fire
Place, Bay Window & Built-ins adjacent to Kitchen – 2nd
Fireplace in Living Room – Freshly Painted throughout –
Nice Deck & Yard. A PRIZE FIND IN A RENTAL.

CALL OR EMAIL ANN WITHERSPOON
703.503.1836 – ann.witherspoon@longandfoster.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com

Cell: 703-618-4397
Clifton

$969,000
Dream
house!  Pulte
Built in 2002,
Wentworth V
has every
option, over
7600 fin sq
ft! Beautiful
sun room,

Florida room with walls of windows, private views to the
backyard woods! Two story foyer, 10’ ceilings on main,
amazing custom walkout LL with Nanny Suite and
Kitchenette and more!  5BR, 4.5BAs, $25K in prof land-
scaping! Too many features to list! Perfect!

Fairfax Station
$969,900

Country Living,
Close In

This lovely
Colonial is sited on
a wooded paradise,
6+ acres. 4 BRs, 3
1/2 Baths, Updated

Kitchen w/Granite Counters, Center Island, Updated appli-
ances, Huge Fam. Rm & Sun Rm w/wall to wall windows,
Formal LR & DR, Brazilian Cherry Flooring on Main level,
Stairs, Hall & MBR, Finished LL Level is fun filled and
ready for entertaining. All this plus a Inground Pool & Hot
Tub.  Call Sheila Adams 703.503.1895

Arlington $189,900
One of the best views in River Place! Panoramic view from
Georgetown to the Capitol. New carpet, fresh paint, updated
kitchen and bath. Wonderful rec facilities include health club
and pool. Parking space conveys. Walk to Rosslyn Metro sta-
tion. 1 bedroom & 1 bath.

Fairfax $499,000
Don’t wait! Located in a neighborhood full of great attributes
of the past, this home has the feel of today. A winning combi-
nation that won’t last long.  New to market, 4 BR/3 FB split
level lives well inside and out. Very well maintained and
improved. Give us a call to take a peek before it is gone.

Mason Neck $475,000
Waterfront lot in Mason Neck! This .61 acre lot is perfect for
building the home of your dreams. Utility lines are already in
place. Property is ready for a dock. Fantastic view of Massey
Creek & Belmont Bay with access to the Potomac River.

Haymarket  $699,000
Enjoy breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains from
your own luxury home. 6600+ finished SqFt, 3-car garage,
10-private acres & a beautiful pond. MBR w/Sitting Rm,
Dressing Area & Built-Ins, Walk-out Bsmt w/Guest Suite,
Wet Bar & 2nd Kitchen. Screened-in Porch, Deck & Patio.

Burke Centre $509,900
CLASSIC 3-level Colonial on cul-de-sac sited
on almost 1/4 acre wooded lot!  Move right in!
Remodeled kitchen features GORGEOUS
Silestone cntrs &  maple cabinets! Hdwood
floors & new carpet! Extra LARGE bedrooms
w/ tons of closet space! CONVENIENT loca-
tion incl walk to Metrobus. Fairview ES /
Robinson Secondary.

Ron & Susan Associates is proud sponsor the

PAM BOE, CRS

703-503-1888
NVAR Top Producer
NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Club
Life Member L&F Chairman’s Club

Springfield
$389,000

Lovely updated 3 level
townhome w/4 bedrms
and 3.5 baths just min-
utes to I95 and
Springfield Metro! Fresh
paint and brand new
carpet, updated appli-
ances along w/newly fin-
ished basement! Fenced
yard. Great neighbor-
hood with pool, tennis
and trails.

Pam Boe
703-503-1888

Thinking
of Selling?

Stand Out From
The Crowd!

List With Christine
and your home will!

Christine Zinser, REALTOR®
703.503.1861

www.ListWithChristine.com

BOB BERRENT
“not a house….a home!”
703-503-4194
realtorbob.com

Arlington $394,500
3 Bedroom, 1 bath house with a large yard at the
end of a quiet cul-de-sac right with all the amenities
you need close by!!!
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With over 30 years of experience in the local
real estate market, find out why people use
these words to describe Cheryl Hanback!

Patient…attentive…knowledgeable…energetic…
warm…positive…sense of humor…integrity.

Also experienced in short sales,
investment properties and land!
Call 703-864-4321 today!

www.cherylhanback.com

“Whether buying or selling, I will put together
a free, personalized plan to meet your needs!”


